To the Editor:

Around New England fishing communities are experiencing a dramatic transition and it is squeezing out the small-scale family fishermen. Why does this matter? Because family fishermen bring jobs to our communities, a healthy source of food to our plates, and bring the most ecological benefits to our oceans. 

According to a recent report by the Northwest Atlantic Marine Alliance (NAMA), fleet consolidation is heading in one direction: away from the small-scale fishery and toward the large-scale industrial fishery. “Why is consolidation bad?” some people ask.  “After all, it reduces the number of boats on the water and therefore reduces the pressure on the fish… right?…” Wrong! In the end the same amount of fish is being caught. The question is, who gets to fish and what values they bring? 

Right now family fishermen who meet their community’s social, economic, and environmental triple-bottom-line values are getting squeezed out –It is ironic to see this happening during a time when creating green jobs is a national priority.
According to a report by the New England Fisheries Management (NEFMC) staff, there are currently three corporate entities who control nearly 40% of one fish stock. Yet there are no measures in place to prevent excessive accumulation of the rights to fish. Experience of U.S. farm policy has taught us that uncontrolled consolidation results in large-scale factory farming corporations driving out family farmers and degrading the land based environment, biodiversity, and security of the food system. If we don’t act, we can see the same pattern repeated on the water. 
Decisions made by the NEFMC impact not only fishermen but also those who live, work, and eat in communities everywhere. We must raise our voices in support of the small-scale family fishermen and ask the NEFMC to ensure that protections exist to foster a diverse fishery. Ultimately, maintaining a diverse fleet is one of NEFMC’s own objectives. To learn more visit www.namanet.org and see the report titled “Maintain Fleet Diversity in the New England Groundfish Fishery”.
Thank You.

